
Trinity College Trees is an ambitious project commissioned in 2016 by Trinity College Dublin involving staff members 
tree specialist David Hackett, scientist Prof. David Taylor, microscope expert Dr. Clodagh Dooley and artist in residence 
Olivia Hassett.  Through making visible fascinating microscopic elements of a small selection of trees the project aims to 
make visible the invisible and celebrate the stunning variety of trees on the TCD campus.  

Over the period of a year the team met regularly to discuss the research and to finesse the microscopic sampling 
programme.  This project culminated in the creation of eight unique artworks by Olivia Hassett in response to the 
imagery, physiology, mythology and artistic inspirations unique to each tree.  For more in-depth information on the 
project please visit trinitycollegetrees.wordpress.com. 

To listen to an audio guide to accompany your self guided walk type trinitycollegetrees.wordpress.com into the address bar, expand the  
categories tool bar (at the top for a phone) and select the 'Exhibition walk audio guide' category. Choose the corresponding audio piece  
depending on where you are starting your walk from - Main Square or Physic Garden (Science Gallery), finally select play in browser rather  
than via the app.

Tree number one: Oregon Maple, Acer macrophyllum (Trinity tree no. 312 & 319). Location: Main Square.

The pair of Oregon Maple trees were brought to Europe from America and they are among the oldest trees in Trinity 
College Dublin.  The main point of interest for our team and key inspiration for the artwork was the bracing system. 
This is a very precise system of high tensile stainless steel cables that have been stretched between the heavy limbs 
and the main trunk thus spreading the load of the heavier branches throughout the tree.  

The large yellow tendon-line artworks in the tree are stretched between the limbs and the trunk mirroring some of the 
steel cables in the bracing system.  The material used for the artwork is a large swathe of elasticated lycra.  The 
imagery printed onto the fabric is inspired by the microscopic photographs taken from a cross section of a small branch 
highlighting the precise linear cellular pattern of the maple.


