
Early in January 2018 the Trinity College Trees team David Hackett, Olivia Hassett and David Taylor in 
conjunction with Conor Buckley and Colin Reid of TCD initiated an ambitious new study on the two 
large Oregon Maple trees in main College Square.  Both sibling trees were estimated to be over 170 
years old and were reported to be suffering from a fungal infection.

This 2018/19 project proposed to build on the research and success of their 2016/17 project, while 
focusing on the conservation research and efforts to keep these trees healthy.  Unfortunately in early 
June 2018 one of 170 year old majestic Oregon Maples collapsed, splitting into many pieces on the 
lawn of Library square.  The second sibling Oregon Maple tree had to be felled two months later over 
rising public safety concerns.

Various  wood  samples  were  taken from the  remains  of  the  two trees to  explore  their  structural 
integrity.  After reviewing the scientific and conservations reports it was concluded that both trees had 
become so brittle and lacking in water that many of the bolts securing the supporting cable bracing 
system  pulled  through  the  thick  limbs.   In  the  end  there  just  wasn't  enough  water  in  their 
transpiration systems to ensure the structural stability of the trees.

The team then decided to re-focus the direction of the project onto the two remaining Oregon Maples 
in  Trinity  College  Dublin.   They  also  narrowed  their  focus  of  exploration  to  the  scientific  and 
conservation research and possible  future outcomes of  the lack of  sufficient  water in  the Oregon 
Maples of Trinity College Dublin.

3. Indoor Exhibition in the Museum Building: Open 1st April - 3rd May, during business hours

The team were drawn to the majestic beauty of the Museum building, which serves as the central 
focus for the Earth and Environmental sciences at TCD.  Our exhibits have been deliberately placed 
among those on permanent display from the Geology and Engineering departments.  

Our project and its outcomes reflect the fruitful possibilities that can arise from the overlapping of 
boundaries and sharing of information across various disciplines, in this instance specifically those of 
science, art and conservation.  Reports, scientific research and information about the various areas of 
the project can be found on the various display boards situated in front of the main stairway in the 
museum building entrance hallway. 

The table artwork was designed specifically for this exhibition and incorporates a lengthy twitter feed 
in response to the first Oregon Maple that fell on June 2017.  This artwork and all the research and 
conservation work undertaken and funded by TCD reflect on and celebrate the unique relationship 
many staff, students and visitors to TCD have with the trees on campus and in particular with the 
fallen Oregon Maples in Library Square.

This project was funded by Trinity College Performing Arts grant.  Many thanks to Patrick Wyse Jackson and Mary Foody
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